THOMAS LOVE
PEACOCK

By Henry Romilly Fedden

IN one direction it is hard to define where irony hardens
into satire, and in another to detect where it lapses into
simple humour. Between these debatable frontiers is
situated Peacockia; in its castles, halls and abbeys, satire,
irony and humour hold the territory by turns. One of
the intriguing things about Peacock is that this same un-
certainty persists when one tries to place him historically
or to fit him into any apt literary pigeon-hole.

The facts of his life are simple enough. He was born
in 1785, and his literary career began in fairly easy circum-
stances with a period of derivative verse modelled on the
iate eighteenth century. Though the humourist in Pea-
cock came out in some of his early letters, it was not until
1815 that he published Headlong Hall, his first characteristic
work and the precursor of five other novels terminating
with Crotchet Castle (1831). In 1820 at the age of thirty-
four he married, having in the previous year found a very
comfortable berth in the East India Company, where for
thirty years he successfully filled posts of increasing im-
portance. After 1831 he wrote virtually no more fiction,
with the exception ofGryll Grange published in 1861, five
years before his death.

In the barest outline of Peacock's life it is impossible not
to mention the large part played by his mother. Their
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